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Food For Thought: Go Light Your World 
 

 

“You are the light of the world…”  
~Matthew 5:14 

 

      Christmas Eve, the sanctuary was aglow with candle light. Pastor talked about letting 

God’s light in us shine and how one person can make a difference in the world. I thought 

to myself, this seems very familiar. I think that I have heard this before, and before I 

knew it, I was eight years old again and back at Vacation Bible School.  During the fifties 

and sixties we learned a song that everyone loved to sing. It had lots of body movement, 

a great message, a snappy little beat, and it was easy to remember.  Do you remember? 

 

“This little light of mine 

  I’m going to let it shine 

  Oh, this little light of mine 

  I’m going to let it shine . . . “ 

 

     Even back then, I can remember wondering why everyone wouldn’t want their light to 

shine.  I told my parents that I was going to tell everyone about Jesus when I grew up. 

     Looking back, I realize that when I started on the path to being a Christians, my path 

was paved with good intentions, but somewhere along the way, I think that I forgot to 

keep the batteries charged and that once bright light got a little dim as the years passed.  

     According to the Internet, there are approximately 7 Billion people on planet Earth, 15 

to 25% of which have never heard about Christ. Yet only 6.3% of the world’s population 

lives in a culture without a witnessing church.  But here is the real sad part - 93.7% of the 

population lives where they have a witnessing church, but only about 2% of Christians 

share their faith on a regular basis. 

     While most of us are not called on to be preachers or evangelist, or anything to do 

with public speaking about Christ, all of us are called to share our faith. It was the last 

charge, or marching orders that Jesus gave us before He ascended to Heaven,  

 

You can find it in Matt. 28:18-20 NKJ. It is known as the Great Commission:  

 

      And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to me in 

heaven and on earth.  Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 

all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of 

the age.” Amen. 

       I am sure that preachers around the world have been telling their congregations about 

it ever since Jesus said those words.  All of us, who have accepted Jesus as their Lord and 

Savior, even though we may not realize it, have this calling on their life and I am sure 

that we have heard it a time or two. 

      There is a story of Ben Franklin who wanted the city of Philadelphia to install some 

street lights near his house.  He believed that lighting the city streets would not only 
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improve the town aesthetically, but also make it safer. He pleaded his case to the town 

council.  When it fell on deaf ears, he didn’t try to persuade them by intimidation which 

he threatened to.  Instead, he hung a beautiful lantern near his front door.  He kept the 

lantern brightly polished and carefully and faithfully lit the wick each evening just before 

dusk.  

     People strolling along the dark streets saw Franklin’s light from a long way off.  They 

found its glow to be friendly and beautiful – and a helpful guiding landmark.  Soon, 

Franklin’s neighbors began placing lanterns in front of their own homes.  Before long, the 

whole city was dotted with light. 

     Franklin’s story immediately brings to mind Chris Rice’s song, ‘Go Light Your 

World.’  The parallel is uncanny.  Maybe Chris also felt inspiration from Ben’s lantern 

story.   

 

 “There is a candle in every soul, 

 Some brightly burning, some dark and cold 

 There is a Spirit who brings a fire 

 Ignites a candle, and makes his home. 

 

 Carry your candle, run to the darkness 

 Seek out the hopeless, deceived, and poor, 

 Hold out your candle for all to see it 

 Take your candle, and go light your world…” 

 

     The Vacation Bible School song, Ben Franklin’s actions, and Chris Rice’s song are 

both examples of what Matthew wrote about in Matthew 5:14 – Jesus said, “You are the 

light of the world … Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good 

works and glorify your Father in Heaven.”  Something our Pastor reminded us of 

Christmas Eve.  He told us that our actions, whether you realize it or not, are lights for all 

around you to see – your spouse, children, your co-workers, friends, fellow church 

members, and even those you come in contact with only briefly.  What they see you do as 

a Christian, they will copy. And when they see your light as a good example, they just 

may be inspired to light a candle of their own and light their world. 

 

This little light of mine …. 

 

Just some Food For Thought 

 

 

There seems to be a WRBS has been running an ad lately about light and how the human 

eye can see a candle flame at a distance of 10 miles. A single light, in a sea of darkness, 

really can make a difference.  

 


